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Dear Participant: 
The purpose of our program is to provide you with a unique and exciting experience on 
the water and climbing in the air.  Whether you are participating in the Master Aquatics 
Program, the Waterman program, or COPE/Climbing , this guide will help you pre pare 
for your adventure at RIVAH BASE. 
 
The programs at the RIVAH BASE are as flexible and unique as the participants who 
visit us each year.  Whether you are a scout troop or venture crew looking for a high 
adventure activity, or a provisional scout camping away from your unit, RIVAH BASE 
has something for everyone.  We welcome contingents, full units, and provisional 
Scouts.  Units visiting the Rappahannock Boy Scout Camp at Bayport Scout Reservation 
may also send scouts to the RIVAH BASE.  Programs are designed with appropriate 
adult leadership so that units or parents need not send leaders or supervision. 
 
Please remember that this is a high adventure camp for both scouts and adults.  We 
provide the opportunity for youth and adults alike to learn the ins and outs of small -boat 
sailing, motorboat operation, water -skiing, or climbin g and rappelling in a fun and 
challenging environment.  If you are ready for adventure, and donôt mind working hard 
and getting wet, come aboard for the experience of a lifetime.   
 
Due to your input from previous seasons, we continue to grow and improve.  The 
programs at the RIVAH BASE are ever evolving to meet the growing and diverse needs 
of our participants.  Our staff is here to assist and guide you through the rigors of the 
RIVAH BASE.   
 
If you have any comments, concerns, or questions, please let us know!!  We certainly 
look forward to seeing you this summer.   
 
In the parting words of an old sailor friend, ñitôs going to be great!ò 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David Henion  
Rivah Base and CHASE Director 
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Program Overview 

The RIVAH BASE is located on 60-acres of waterfront property on Bayport Scout 
Reservation, located at McKans Bay on the Rappahannock River.  Rivah Base is 
centrally located, with some of this countryôs most historic locations just a short drive 
away including, Colonial Williamsburg, Yorktown and Washington D.C. 
 
Participants can choose between three separate programs, MAP ï MASTER AQUATICS 
PROGRAM, the WATERMANôS PROGRAM, and COPE/CLIMBING.  No matter which 
program you choose, there is one thing you must do to make the week successful:  BE 
FLEXIBL E.   
 
Running a program that is dependent on the wind and water is a continuous challenge.  
Our staff is dedicated to providing you with the best program and experience you have 
ever had at camp.  However, please be understanding when the schedule changes 
because of conditions beyond anyoneôs control.  Our programs are challenging when 
there is no wind or when there is too much!  Youôll have more fun making the best of 
each dayôs changing conditions.  Opportunities and alternative plans are always in the 
wings, waiting to be put into action!  
 
Remember, this isnôt your daddyôs camp, but it could be yours! 
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MAP-Master Aquatics Program 
Participants in MAP (Master Aquatics Program) will spend the week learning to safely 
and effectively operate motorboats and small sailboats.  Our fleet includes 420ôs and 
Flying Junior sailboats , and 19-20 foot motorboats.   These sailboats arenôt the Sunfishes 
your father used at Boy Scout Camp.  These are two-man sailboats used by college 
racing teams.  Primary instruction  includes rigging and sailing the sailboats, operation 
and care of the motorboats, and water-skiing.     
  
Rivah Base offers advancement opportunities for Scouts, Venture Crews, and Sea 
Scouts.  Boy Scouts who successfully meets all requirements will receive Small Boat 
Sailing, Motor Boating and Water Sports Merit Badges. 
   
A typical weekôs program and schedule is as follows: 

 Sunday:  After the swim test, teamwork and crew building exercises will be 
conducted.    

 Monday through Thursday :  During the days, crews are divided between the 
various activities of sailing instruction, waterskiing , and motor boating.  Other 
days activities may include beach visits and destination day sails.  There are 
morning and afternoon sessions of each activity.  Following dinner, an evening 
ñlessonò may include instruction on safety, charts, rules of the road for boaters, 
weather, or tides.  Evening recreational activities include movie nights, water 
balloon battles, or volleyball tournaments.   

 Friday:  Friday begins with an opportunity for participants to give one last shot at 
a merit badge or simply re-visit for the last time, their favorite activity of the 
week. Friday afternoon is our Regatta. The Regatta is an afternoon full of friendly 
competition where you get a chance to show off all you have learned throughout  
the week.   
Whether you are finishing merit badge requirements or learning new challenges 
on the water, the day is capped off with the f amous Crab Pickinô/Awards 
Ceremony.  The CHASE sailors have returned and will join you as you try your 
hand at picking crabs that were caught during the week.  Crews must have a skit 
ready to present to the other crews.  Merit badges and other awards are presented 
and stories are shared of the weekôs events.   

 Saturday:  Departure after breakfast and base inspection.    
 
Please remember, these activities and this schedule are not set in stone.  The key to a 
successful week at RIVAH BASE is flexibility . 
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Watermanôs Program 
Participants in the Watermanôs Program will spend the week living the life of a local 
waterman on the historic waters of the Chesapeake Bay.   
  
Rivah Base offers advancement opportunities for Scouts, Venture Crews and Sea Scouts.  
Boy Scouts who successfully meets all requirements will receive fishing merit badge. 
 
A typical weekôs program and schedule is as follows: 

 Opportunities to learn the local history and ecology of the Chesapeake Bay, 
gaining respect for its mighty waters.  

 Learning the proper way to bait and set crab pots, harvesting techniques, and 
other tricks of the trade.  During the week you will check the pots and harvest the 
crabs for our Friday night Crab Pickinô. 

 Enjoy a variety of fishing techni ques on boats in the Rappahannock River.  Learn 
how to clean and cook your catch. 
 

Please remember, these activities and this schedule are not set in stone.  The key to a 
successful week at RIVAH BASE is flexibility. 
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COPE/Climbing 

Participants in the COPE/Climbing program will learn to push themselves to their limits 
while gaining leadership and team building skills on our low and high ropes course and 
lighthouse climbing tower.  
  
Rivah Base offers advancement opportunities for Scouts, Venture Crews, and Sea 
Scouts.  Boy Scouts who successfully meets all requirements will receive a merit badge 
and patch for climbing.  
 
A typical weekôs program and schedule is as follows: 

 Learning the philosophy and ñchallenge by choiceò mentality of COPE and 
climbing.  

 In itiation games and an opportunity to experience the low ropes elements 
including the ñkingôs fingerò, ñwhale watcherò, ñartesian beamsò, and others. 

 Team building and trust activities.  

 An overview of important safety guidelines, gear, important knots, and other 
procedures. 

 Climbing and rappelling on our six -sided lighthouse climbing tower, perched on a 
bluff overlooking our private beachfront.  

 Climbing and high flying activities on our expansive high ropes course, featuring 
the ñflying squirrelò, ñpirates walkò, ñspace walkò, ñmulti-vinesò, ñconfidence 
poleò, cargo net, a 500 foot zip line, and much more! 

 
Please remember, these activities and this schedule are not set in stone.  The key to a 
successful week at RIVAH BASE is flexibility. 
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The Not so Typical, Typical Day at Rivah Base 
 
 
7:30am:  wake up, personal time  
8:15 am:  Breakfast in the Rivah Base Galley. Daily menu items include everything from  
eggs and bacon to biscuits and gravy. Cereal, fruit and juice are available daily. Each day 
there will also be the ñAdventure Trivia Questionò of the day, make sure to turn in your 
answer by the end of the meal (yes there is a prize!)  
8:45 am: Change in to you swim trunks, climbing harness or grab your fishing gear and 
meet your Rivah Base Crew for the day. 
9:00am:  Begin your days adventure, depending on your program, you may be learning 
how to recover a capsized sail boat, finally learning to drop a water ski, conquering the 
40ô climbing tower or checking your first string of crap pots.  
12:00pm : At this time you will come off the water or repel down the tower to rise off 
the salt water or wash of the climbing chalk.  
12:30pm:  Lunch time in the Rivah Base Galley. Lunch Menus include Philly Cheese 
Steaks or the World Famous Bayport Burgers. By now the day has warmed up some 
make sure you are drinking plenty of water.  
1:00pm:  Siesta, take this hour to rest up, take a nap, play some board games with your 
new pals or start up a game of pick up volleyball. Or you can check out the ships store 
and purchase some provisions to get you through the day. 
2-5:00pm: Begin your afternoon adventure, you may participate in your first sailboat 
regatta, wakeboard for the first time, catch a whole mess of croaker or hit the zip line.  
5:oopm:  this is a may be a good time to shower off the days salt water and sand, and to 
reflect on the days adventure. 
6:00PM  You wonôt want to miss dinner, whether it is the opening Fiesta on the beach, 
the closing crab feast or one of the delicious meals during the week your sure to be 
satisfied after your day filled with adventure.  
7-8:00pm: You can always count on something exciting going on during the Rivah 
Base evening program, activities include the 5th annual Rivah Base Beach Volleyball 
Tournament, man hunt or other fun team games and even the opportunities to do some 
canoeing or swimming in the refreshing Bayport Pool. 
9-10:10pm:  After a full day of adventure this will be your time to relax and enjoy the 
week long ñRivah Base Nautical Film Festival.ò Titles include (but are not limited to) 
Master and Commander, Captain Ron and White Squall.  
10:30pm:  Lights out, rest up for another day full or adventure at Rivah Base! 
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Weeks of Operation for Rivah Base 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Remember that provisional Scouts, or Scouts coming as individuals without their troops, 

are always welcome in any of our programs as long as there is space available 

 

Fees and Requirements 
The cost for all RIVAH BASE programs is $350 if paid in accordance with the payment 
schedule below.   
Please note, all RIVAH BASE  participants must  be age 13 as of September 
1st , 2011, must be able to successfully pass the Boy Scouts of America swim 
test, and must have a completed BSA Annual Health and Medical Record .  If 
a participant cannot pass the BSA swim test they will be sent home at their 
own expense or given the opportunity to participate in regular Boy Scout 
camp or COPE/Climbing (if space is avai lable).   
 

Payment Schedule 
 $100 due upon registration  

 $100 due January 15, 2012 ($25 late fee for payments for each participant after 
January 15, 2012.) 

 Final $150 due February 26, 2012 (Additional $25 late fee for payments for each 
participant after Febru ary 26, 2012.) 

 
If final payment is not received by their due date, a $25 late fee will be assessed.  

Registrations afte r February 25, 2012, will be $400 . 
 

 

Weeks of Camp  Rivah Base  
June 24 ï June 30 Week 1 

July 1 ï July 7 Week 2 
July 8 ï July 14 Week 3 
July 15 ï July 21 Week 4 
July 22 ï July 28 Week 5 
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Refund Policy 
Refunds for RIVAH BASE fees will only be issued in the following circumstances:  
(Refunds, regardless of the circumstance will be charged a $50.00 service charge.)  

 Death in the immediate family of the Scout.  

 Serious illness or injury of the Scout that prevents attendance (requires 
physicianôs letter). 

 Scoutôs family is military and is transferred from area (requires copy of orders). 
 

Location, Location, Location 
Bayport Scout Reservation, home of RIVAH BASE, is a 300 acre, riverfront camp that 
has brand new facilities that are designed to give Scouts and leaders a unique blend of 
rustic camping and modern conveniences.  The reservation is the dream outdoor class 
room; from 400 feet of sandy beach, a mill pond, pine groves, and hardwood areas 
Bayport has something for everyone.  
 
Bayport Scout reservation is located in Middlesex County, Virginia .  It is located with in 
hours of Washington DC, Richmond, Williamsburg, Busch Gardens, Water Country, 
Jamestown, Yorktown and Virginia Beach.  With all these wonderful sites Bayport can 
be the middle of a great scouting trip.   
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Getting to the Rivah Base at  
Bayport Scout Reservation 
From Points North : From US Interstate 95S in Fredericksburg Exit 126 on to US-
1/US-17S toward Massaponax.  Follow US-17S for 66 miles. 
 
Turn left on to Canoe House Rd (Rt. 605). Follow Canoe House Rd 3.5 miles, making a 
left at every fork in the road.  Canoe House Rd. will change to Bayport Rd. (Rt 604). You 
will go down a winding hill and over a small bridge.  After the bridge make a left into the 
camp property.  Continue straight until you reach the Welcome Center. 
 
From Points West : Take US-33E through West Point.  Follow US-33E until it 
intersects with US-17N.  Turn left on to US-17N.  You will see the Virginia Motor Speed 
way on the left. 0.8 miles past the speedway you will see Canoe House Rd. (Rt. 605) and 
a Bayport Scout Reservation billboard.  Make a right on Canoe House Rd. 
 
Follow Canoe House Rd 3.5 miles, making a left at every fork in the road.  Canoe House 
Rd. will change to Bayport Rd. (Rt 604). You will go down a winding hill and over a 
small bridge.  After the bridge make a left into the camp property.  Continue straight 
until you reach the Welcome Center. 
 
From Points South : Get on to US-17N/J. Clyde Morris Boulevard (in Newport News). 
Continue to follow US-17N passing through York County, over the Coleman Bridge 
($2.00 toll) and through Gloucester County.  You will see the Virginia Motor Speedway 
on the left. 0.8 miles past the speedway you will see Canoe House Rd. (Rt. 605) and a 
Bayport Scout Reservation billboard.  Make a right on Canoe House Rd. 
 
Follow Canoe House Rd 3.5 miles, making a left at every fork in the road.  Canoe House 
Rd. will change to Bayport Rd. (Rt 604). You will go down a winding hill and over a 
small bridge.  After the bridge make a left into the camp property.  Continue straight 
until you reach the Welcome Center. 
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What to Bring 

What to Bring:  Remember that summer weather in Virginia is often unpredictable.  
Highs can reach over 90 and lows can dip below 60.  Thus, we must take heed to the Boy 
Scouts motto:  Be prepared .  Also remember that the Bay will swallow anything that 
can blow off your body, or fall off a boat, including your glasses, sunglasses, and favorite 
hat.  Donôt forget to bring straps for your glasses and hat clips.   
 
All  Participants Need to Bri ng:  

 Sleeping bag or bed sheets 
 Foam pad or air mattress (optional)  
 One liter non-breakable water bottle  
 2 Swim Suits 
 2 pair of shoes (one for water, one dry), sandals must have a strap around 

the heel. 
 Flashlight  
 Sunglasses with Strap 
 Towel 
 Toiletry Kit  
 Sunscreen; 15+ SPF (No Coppertone, it stains our vessels) 
 Lip protection (Chapstick)  
 Hat with bill or rim  
 Camera and Film (optional)  
 Extra money for Shipôs Store  

 
MAP Participants Need to Bring:  

 Extra bathing suits  
 Extra towels 

 
COPE/Climbing Participants Need to Bring:  
  Jeans 

 Sneakers or Boots 
 Completed Hold Harmless form  

 
Watermanôs Program Participants Need to Bring: 

 Non-marking soled or lightly colored soled shoes to prevent marking of 
Bay Fisher Deck. 
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Check In 
1:30 p.m. until 3 p.m. Sunday Check-in, move into tents and wait for other participants to 

arrive to do swim test as a group 

4:00 p.m.    Orientation, Base Rules 

4:20p.m.    Swim Test 

6:00 p.m.     Dinner 

7:00-9:00 p.m.    Program Introduction 

 

What to do when you arrive: 

 Check-In : Go to the Welcome Center and Check in with the Rivah Base Director. 

 Medical Check:  All participants must arrive with a completed and signed new 

BSA Medical Form (included).  Medications must be turned in to the Health 

Officer.   

 Gear Check:  All participants must display all contents of their duffel bags to the  

Base Director.  This will be done at the Welcome Center.  This is a great 

opportunity to get rid of any unnecessary gear!! 

 Swim Test:  All participants (youth and adult) are required to pass the BSA 

Swimmer test.  Change into your swim suits and go to the pool.  If you are unable 

to pass the BSA swim test, you will be sent home at your own expense with no 

refund or given the option of participating in regular Boy Scout camp or 

COPE/Climbing if space is available. 

 Report to your tent assignment:  Take your bags and meet your mates.  Dry off 

and get ready for Dinner.   

 Forms: The BSA Annual Health and Medical Record form is mandatory for all 

Rivah Base participants at the time of check-in. All Cope and Climbing 

participants will need a completed ñHold Harmless Formò (Also attached) 

Check Out 
Saturday, 7:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 

7:30 a.m.   Clean-up and Facilities Inspection 

9:00 a.m.   Depart RIVAH BASE. 
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Rivah Base Policies 
Mail :  Mail can be sent to RIVAH BASE participants throughout the week. 
 
The base address is:  

Bay Port Scout Reservation 
c/o SCOUT NAME, UNIT NUMBER, RIVAH BASE  

130 Scout Trail 
Jamaica, VA 23079 

RIVAH BASE  Phone : 
Bayport Scout Reservation phone number is (804) 758-5130.  Please direct all 
emergency  calls to this number.  
 
Attire :  The BSA Field and Activity uniforms are not required at RIVAH BASE, 
however, proper or appropriate attire must be worn at all tim es.  Shorts and appropriate 
T-shirts are recommended for most activities.  Shoes, sandals with a heel-strap, or 
Aquasocks, are acceptable forms of footwear.  RIVAH BASE participants may only wear 
light colored, non -marking soled shoes while aboard the boats.  Bathing suites should be 
conservative. 
 
Buddy System :  All crewmembers should use the buddy system while attending the 
RIVAH BASE.  Crew leaders are required to know the whereabouts of their 
crewmembers at all times.   
 
Lost and Found :  A lost-and-found bin will be maintained at the Welcome Center.  
 
Shipsô Store:  The Shipôs Store will be maintained as a service to RIVAH BASE 
crewmembers.  It is stocked with RIVAH BASE apparel and souvenirs, refreshments, 
and other items.  Please encourage your crewmembers to bring spending money. 
 
Miscellaneous :  Rules for acceptance and participation in all sessions of this base are 
the same for each participant without regard to race, color, national origin, sex , or 
disability.   
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Health and Safety 
The safety and well being of all RIVAH BASE participants is the top priority of the 
RIVAH BASE Staff.  The following guidelines have been developed to help ensure a fun, 
safe, program for everyone.  
  
Insurance :  Units from Colonial Virginia Council of th e Boy Scouts of America are 
covered by Council Accident Insurance during  scouting events.  This policy is effective 
only after personal coverage is applied first.  Out-of-Council participants must provide 
proof of insurance.   
 
Pets :  Health Department regulations do not permit dogs, cats, or other animals at 
RIVAH BASE.  Please do not bring pets to drop off or pick up crewmembers.     
   
Valuables :  Unfortunately, even in a scouting environment, losses occur.  To ensure 
nothing  will  happen to your favorite gadgets and gizmos, leave them at home!  We do 
not carry insurance for personal items.  Remember, many things donôt float, and we 
have a lot of water! 
 
Vehicles : All vehicles must check-in with the Base Director and park in an assigned 
parking area. 
 
Fatigue and Heat :  Virginia is notorious for its summer heat and humidity.  
Crewmembers are encouraged to drink plenty of water throughout the day, and get 
plenty of rest at night.  Failure to take seriously can result in serious health risks.    
 
The following items and actions are strictly prohibited at RIVAH BASE and are a cause 
for immediate dismissal:   
 

 Alcohol 

 Tobacco - The use of tobacco in any form is strictly prohibited for youth 
participants.  Adults may speak with the Base Director about the location of a 
designated smoking area. 

 Illegal Drugs 

 Fireworks 

 Sheath Knives 

 Firearms of any kind  

 Theft 

 Actions that knowingly endanger another crewmember or staff.  

 Intentionally damaging property belonging to another crewmember, CHASE,  
Rivah Base or other persons sharing the facility.   
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Discipline 
All participants are expected to live up to the principles and values of the Scout Oath 
and Law and/or the Venturing Code.  Provisional participants will be placed in crews 
with other pr ovisional crewmembers or partial crews.  The following information should 
be reviewed with your leader or parent before arrival at RIVAH BASE: 
 

 The Scout Oath and Law and/or the Venturing Code. We take personal 
responsibility, ethical and moral conduct ver y seriously.  

 The crew leader and Base Director are responsible for enforcing these rules and 
disciplining those crewmembers who break them.   

 The Base Director is available and prepared to assist in establishing 
communication in the event of inter -crew problems.  

 If the Base Director believes that further disciplinary action is required of any 
crewmember, they will intervene.  Chartered partners of the participantôs home 
unit and/or a Council representative will be contacted for serious infractions.  

 The Base Director will immediately send home any participant who steals, 
vandalizes, or intentionally places another participant, staff member, or other 
person in danger.  The administration reserves the right to take further action 
themselves if necessary, including sending the entire crew home within 24 hours.   

 Hazing, midnight raids, or any other such activities are not allowed at any time at 
RIVAH BASE.  Such activities places participants at unnecessary risk of injury 
and may lead to more serious problems.  Any participant caught engaged in such 
activities, will be sent home. 
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Medical Information 

Medical Forms and Physical Examinations :  All RIVAH BASE participants, both 
youth and adults, must have a completed and signed BSA Annual Health and Medical 
Record Form. This form can be found at bayportsr.org.  Youth participant medical forms 
must be signed by a parent and a physician and include the parentôs medical insurance 
information (a copy of insurance card).  Crewmembers without a properly completed 
BSA Annual Health and Medical Records will not be admitted to the program.   
 
Immunizations :  Many teenagers are not fully protected against all preventable 
diseases such as measles, mumps, and rubella.  Those immunizations listed in the BSA 
medical form must be obtained prior to arrival to the RIVAH BASE. 
 
Medications :  All medications that a crewmembers or leaders bring to RIVAH BASE 
must be checked-in with the medical form upon arrival.  The medical officer will be in 
charge of the medical forms and dispensing medication throughout the week.  
Participants suffering from asthma may keep their medication with them, but must 
inform the Staff that they have it.  Any prescription medication must be in the original 
bottle with instructions and dosage on the label (ph armacies will print a duplicate label 
for additional bottles).  Do not bring pills in a baggie!!  
 
Emergency Medical Treatment :  RIVAH BASE has a physician on call 24 hours a 
day, and the Walter Reed Hospital is available to treat emergency situations.  
Transportation to the hospital will be made on an emergency basis by a volunteer 
Rescue Squad or in a RIVAH BASE vehicle.   
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 Council and Camp Contact Info  

Council Office: 
11721 Jefferson Ave. 
Newport News, VA 23606 
Phone: 757-595-3356 
Fax: 757-877-8611 
www.cvcboyscouts.org 
 
Bayport Scout Reservation: 
Bayport Scout Reservation 
c/o SCOUT NAME, UNIT NUMBER, RIVAH BASE  
130 Scout Trail 
Jamaica, VA 23079 
Phone: 804- 758-5130 
www.bayportsr.org  
 

Photo Release 
During the course of the week photographs or video footage may be taken for 
promotional purposes.  If a parent does not wish for their child to be photographed, you 
must notify the Council office prior to your unitôs arrival at camp.  The parent must 
provide a signed letter stating that their child is not to be photographed.  We will 
depend on the unit leader to make us aware of any individuals that may not be 
photographed once they arrive on the property.  If you or parents have any questions, 
please contact our Reservation Dir ector, at (757) 595-3356.  Unless we receive 
notification, we assume that all participants  may be photographed or videotaped while 
participating in Rivah Base High Adventure Programs .  PLEASE SHARE THIS 
INFORMATION WITH PARENTS.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


